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POSITION STATEMENT 
Request for Research Topics in Academic Half-Day Curriculum 

 
Preamble 
 
Academic Half-Day (AHD) is an integral component of all Pediatric Residency Programs across Canada.  Its 
primary focus is to provide a protected venue for Pediatric Residents to receive teaching on Medical Expert 
and other CanMEDS topics required to become a General Pediatrician. 
 
Recently, with the push for integration of more scholarly work into General Pediatric Training, there have 
been requests for time during AHD to have residents present their research ideas and progress and to have 
faculty with potential projects for resident involvement present their ideas to the resident group. 
 
Additional issues that have arisen include 1) multiple asks to present on research topics during AHD which 
cut into protected AHD time, and 2) multiple ongoing requests for residents to complete surveys 
throughout their training period. 
 
Purpose 
 
It is the intent of the CPPD members to state that AHD should be reserved for Medical Expert and other 
CanMEDS topics and not have that protected time taken away for research activities.  The following 
guidelines are meant to clarify this position and provide the variety of options programs are using in order 
expose residents to research projects, present research updates and completed projects to a broader 
audience, and to receive feedback on progress of their projects. 
 
CPPD AHD Guidelines regarding Research Requests: 
 

1. The primary objective of AHD is to provide protected teaching for Medical Expert and other 
CanMEDS topics to residents, 
 

2. It is recognized that each pediatric residency program has local factors, as well as local philosophy, 
which influence the program’s ability or choice to set aside time in AHD or separately for research 
activities involving residents. 
 

3. Each Pediatric Residency Program should have the autonomy to determine their individual 
approach, based on local factors, on how to provide opportunity for residents to hear about 
potential research projects, and provide progress reports on their own projects to their peers and 
faculty. 
 

4. Examples of how to accomplish these needs outside of AHD include, but are not limited to: formal 
research curriculum as its own block (2-4 weeks), requiring residents at some point during their 
training to present at local research competitions as part of their scholarly requirements, 
scheduling periodic (lunch-time or otherwise) research updates for information and feedback. 
 

5. It may also be decided, based on local factors, that the above activities can be scheduled into AHD, 
but only if there is extra time to do so. 



CPPD Position Statement on Requests for Research Topics in AHD Curriculum 

6. A mechanism should exist to allow for review of all survey requests to residents to avoid survey 
fatigue. Surveys confined to residents in a single program may be approved locally.  For surveys 
involving more than one program, the CPPD should vet all survey requests, which are then sent 
through our group for distribution to residents.  

 
 
 


